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Our Wildlife, Ecology & Conservation tutor recommends
this particular survey for those of you who are interested
in or continuing to discover local wildlife but from the
comfort of your own home.
To complete the survey you will need the form which can
be downloaded from bats.org.uk/our-work/national-batmonitoring-programme/surveys/sunset-sunrise-survey,
a pencil or pen, torch and a watch.

What should you do?

If you plan to complete the survey in the evening start at
sunset alternatively, if you are doing your survey at dawn
start one hour before sunrise. Spend an hour looking for
bats and any other nocturnal animals you can see or hear.

Bat
Surveying

What do you look for?
• Bats in Flight. Virtually everyone who takes part
in this survey sees bats. The common pipistrelle’s
calls can be heard on a bat detector but you do not
necessarily need a bat detector in order to take
part.
• Bats emerging from a roost at dusk. If you think
a building or tree might have bats roosting then
take a look just after sunset to see if you can spot
bats emerging.
• Bats swarming around a roost before dawn. 		
The easiest way to locate a roost is just before 		
dawn when bats swarm before entering the roost.
Each year several new roosts are located by 		
volunteers taking part in the Sunset/Sunrise 		
Survey.

Top Tips

If you are growing seedlings on the window
sill don’t forget to regularly rotate
the pots to prevent them from becoming
etoilated (too tall or having spindly growth
from inadequate lighting).

Now is the perfect time to dig up the final
root crops before they start growing again
and become very woody. Parsnip soup
anyone?

Potatoes can be grown in old buckets,
planters or a compost bag. Make sure
that there are holes at the bottom of the
containers to allow water to drain through.

First and Second Earlies

These are varieties of potatoes, known
commonly as new potatoes. You can plant
these any time from February, however this
can be guided by the workability and warmth
of your soil.
They can be harvested from late June, and
compliment salads and barbeques well.

Chitting

What is it? If you put potatoes in a cool light
space six weeks prior to planting, this will
cause sprouting. It is believed this will give
them a head start, improve yields and may
provide frost protection when planting in
colder climates.
Why not have a potato growing competition
with your family?

Onions can be grown from seeds or
from sets. Sets can be easier and less
fiddly to plant.
• They are best planted in rows, roughly 20cm
apart. You can use a taught line or a board to keep
the planting neat and consistent.
• If the set feels soft and squidgy, it is advised to
discard it. If they are not soft, push each set into the
ground, leaving just the tip on show.
• Leave a space of 10cm between each onion set.
If sowing shallot sets, plant these 15cm apart. This
is because they develop bulb clusters. Once the
seeds are planted, firm the soil around each set.
• Keep an eye out for wildlife visiting your 		
garden. Birds in particular love to pluck the seeds
up from your vegtable patch.
• However protective netting or a friendly 		
neighbourhood cat will protect the crop until it
has rooted.
• Keep the crop weed free, water if it becomes dry
and feed occasionally.

