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In October, our Level 2 
Welding, Fabrication & 
Blacksmithing students 
began crafting poppies, 
ready to be sold in our 
Estate Shop in aid of The 
Royal British Legion. 

Students were responsible 
for every stage of this 
process, including, cutting, 
grinding, shaping, welding, 
and painting.
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Our Level 3, Year 1 
Agricultural students 
recently visited  Barber's, 
a cheese manufacturer 
in Shepton Mallet. They 
enjoyed a tour of the 
facilities and learnt about 
how cheddar cheese is 
produced and stored.  

After a tour, they had a 
tasting session of different 
varieties of cheddar 
produced on-site. 
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In September, we 
welcomed The Royal 
Marine Commandos to 
campus to work with our 
Level 3 Year 1 and Year 
2 Military Preparation 
students. 
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The Royal Marine Commandos spoke to our students 
about their potential futures within the armed forces 
and worked together to create and complete a 
fitness circuit including weighted squats, mountain 
climbers, and press-ups.
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We were thrilled to welcome The Royal Navy onto campus 
earlier this term to work with our Level 3 Military Preparation 
students. They organised a variety of tests and activities including 
constructing and racing medical supply trollies and activities to 
build on their teamwork. 
 
This was also a great opportunity for our students to find out 
more about potential careers and avenues within The Royal Navy.
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Our Military Preparation students racing the medical 
supply trollies they constructed.
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As part of the Combined 
Cadet Force, CCF, our 
Military Preparation 
students were inspected 
by a Warrant Officer and 
two sergeants from the 
Royal Wessex Yeomanry, 
the affiliated Regiment 
of the CCF, as part of the 
Beret Parade. 
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This formal Beret inspection is something that the 
cadets work towards during the first half term, and 
upon successfully passing is recognition that the 
they have reached the required basic standard. The 
inspecting team graded the cadets on their drill, turnout 
and regimental/military history knowledge, before 
making the difficult decision as to whether the cadets 
had reached the high standard required to wear the 
regimental headdress and cap badge.  
 
The decision was that the cadets had worked very hard 
and Sgt Clifford welcomed them to the regimental family 
before they were each individually presented with the 
beret and cap badge of the Royal Wessex Yeomanry, 
which they now wear with pride.
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Our Level 3, Year 1 Outdoor Adventure students 
canoeing on the lake earlier this term.
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Our Level 3, Year 2 Outdoor Adventure students 
practising their mountain biking skills at Haldon 
Forest in Devon.

Our Level 3, Year 2 Outdoor Adventure students 
canoeing on the River Wye on one of their 
expeditions this term.

Our Level 3, Year 2 Outdoor Adventure students 
teaching our Foundation Learning students as part  
of their Development Unit.
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Our Level 3 Equine Apprentices, riding  
in our outdoor arena on a stormy morning.

In November, we welcomed Dressage Specialist, Claire Speer on to campus to speak to our Level 3 Equine 
students. Claire demonstrated how to train a horse following a basic and methodical training plan. The 
influence and effectiveness of the rider were discussed in detail, to highlight their importance within the 
training programme. Students are required to develop these skills within the practical aspects of unit ‘Riding 
and Training on the Flat’ which also links directly to the BHS Stage 3. This was a fabulous session for the 
students to learn from a judge and coach about advanced-level dressage. 

Our Level 3, Year 2 Equine students visited Wincanton 
Race Course in November to help build on their 
employer engagement. A huge thank you to Amanda 
from Racing to School for a fantastic and very 
educational day!
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Earlier in October, our Entry 3 Foundation Learning students completed some  
work experience at West Bay Canoes. This involved removing seats from the  
rowing boats, and also moving them into storage in preparation for the winter. 
Our students were lucky enough to take a leisurely journey on the river, and 
enjoy a portion of chips for lunch! They were able to practise various skills, 
such as, using power tools, manual handling, teamwork, problem-solving, 
and the session gave them a greater understanding of the seasonality of local 
businesses in Dorset.

Our Preparation for Level 1 students visited a 
vineyard in Piddlehinton to complete their work 
experience. They joined a small band of pickers and 
set to work in pairs removing the leaves covering 
the grapes ready for picking the following week.  
 
Unfortunately, the sugar level wasn’t high enough 
for the students to pick the grapes. They all worked 
extremely hard, showing great teamwork and 
resilience to ensure the work was completed before 
they left the farm. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
the day and realised what they were capable of 
achieving in the world of work!
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In September, the Floristry department began to 
create a tribute wreath in honour of Queen Elizabeth 
II, made out of succulents, foliage, and plants. Once 
completed, the wreath will offer a celebration and 
reminder of the late Queen Elizabeth II's long life and 
service.
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To celebrate Halloween, Level 3 Floral Design 
students experimented and practised their craft 
through the very autumnal medium of pumpkins.
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Our Level 2 Floristry students showing  
off their beautiful letter creations.
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To celebrate Remembrance Day, our Level 3 Floristry students designed and 
created this stunning tribute wreath using laurel and hand-crafted felt poppies. 
They also designed two beautiful chaplets for the horses to wear in the parade 
featuring purple felt poppies to represent the animals that also gave their lives in 
wartime.

Level 3 Floristry students created these stunning pieces 
inspired by different periods including Art Deco (1920s 
- 1930s), Georgian (1700s - 1800s), the 1980s, and the 
1970s.  
 
Madi and Abi concentrated on the Georgian era so used 
The Pengelly Room in our Main House as their backdrop. 
Sand was used as a medium to place and hold the stems 
–as this was before floral foam was invented!  
 
Faith and Lillie focused on the 1920s-1930s (Art Deco 
movement). Floral displays often included feathers, and 
large statement flowers, using tall vases to make an 
impact. 

Liza and Maisie used the 1980s for inspiration; bright, 
bold and clashy designs. Spray paints were used to 
colour the anthurium flowers for maximum impact. 
The cascading bouquet takes inspiration from Princess 
Diana’s wedding bouquet; hundreds of individually 
wired pieces were brought together to create this 
waterfall shape, very typical of wedding flowers from  
that time.

Nadia and Yasmin worked on the 1970s –a huge trend at 
the time was the use of dried flowers, and the students 
have captured the different ways dried flowers can be 
styled in their pieces.
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Early in November, our 
Level 2 Floral Design 
students hosted their 
Winter Wonderland 
themed Fictional Wedding 
to showcase their 
buttonholes, corsage and 
bouquets making skills. 
Thank you to all involved 
- the final pieces were 
beautiful! 

Dresses: Bridal Reloved
Flowers: Helliwell Flowers
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On the 11th of November, 
our students and staff 
gathered to honour and
remember those who  
lost their lives in conflicts 
and war.  
 
This was a cross-college 
effort with the Equine 
department prepping the 
horses, and the Floristry 
students creating the 
garlands for the horses  
and the wreath.  
 
Our Blacksmithing 
students made a steel 
wreath and memorial 
poppies, which were laid 
during the service. The 
poppies were sold in aid 
of the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. 
 
Luke Rake, Principal said; 
“As a civic institution, it is 
important to take time to 
remember the sacrifices of 
those taken for our liberty. 
As a community that also 
trains young people to 
work in the armed forces, 
we are proud to take this 
moment of reflection”.
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Rain showers did not dampen the spirits of our Animal Welfare and Science 
students in November as many of them attended 3 days’ worth of trips to 
Monkey World. The department was also able to adopt three of the popular 
primates – raising further awareness of the important work that Monkey World  
does for ill-treated and rescued primates worldwide.
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In October, our Level 2 Horticulture students 
prepared vegetable beds for the winter months,  
and laid a new edge on them.

Our Level 1 Horticulture students working in the 
Herbaceous Border to ensure plants grow entirely 
next summer.
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Our Level 2, and Level 3, Year 1 and 2 Horticulture 
students recently visited Sherborne Castle and 
Gardens to learn different aspects of their industry 
including the garden centre, the castle, and the cut 
flower business.
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Our Level 3, Year 1 Horticulture students recently helped install a bench on the 
lower Bockhampton pathway leading towards Dorchester. This was constructed  
in memory of one of the students parents.

Level 3, Year 1 Wildlife, Ecology & Conservation student Chris Wilkins  
received an award for the Best Practical Student from 2021-2022. The  
award was sponsored by the Countryside Management Association.
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Our Level 3 Horticulture students hosted BBC 
Gardener’s World earlier this term in preparation 
for their World Spring Fair next year - an amazing 
project for our students to be a part of!

Our Level 2 Horticulture students preparing an 
area for a new hardwood cutting bed.

We were thrilled to 
receive a generous 
donation of non-spill 
trays from Manvers 
Engineering Ltd earlier 
this term. These non-
spill trays are a great 
protection for the 
environment, when re-
fueling equipment, and 
are an industry standard 
- thank you so much!
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Our Level 3, Year 1 Wildlife, 
Ecology and Conservation 
students recently visited 
Win Green at Cranborne 
Chase and met Linda Nunn 
from the Countryside 
Mananagement 
Association. 
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Level 3, Year 2 Horticulture students surveying a 
garden for our Level 3, Year 1 students to design 
early next year.

Our Level 2 Wildlife, Ecology & Conservation students visited Brownsea Island 
earlier this term to meet the Dorset Wildlife Trust. As part of their trip, they 
observed the activity of two confident Red Squirrels and understood more 
about how they continue to stay on the island and why they have disappeared 
in so many other locations across the UK..  
 
The students also got to chat about conservation careers with the two Rangers, 
Nicki and Jonny, as they gave their perspectives on important steps into paid 
work within this competitive sector.
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Students from the Level 2, and Level 3 Wildlife, Ecology 
and Conservation course have met many employers 
within the conservation sector, but have also been 
introduced to their ways of working and have a much 
clearer idea of their objectives.

The following week, they joined the Dorset Mammal 
Group who allowed them to tag onto a Dormouse 
survey at a nearby Ancient Woodland. As the survey was 
drawing to a close, without any success in seeing these 
beautiful, rare mammals, a couple turned up at once! 
The surveyors weighed the Dormouse in a box and 
students were able to witness these trained techniques 
and, to understand their ecological requirements.

The first-year students have also been out on visits; in 
October they spent a whole day with Ben and Owain 
from the Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust, as 
they were guided through a reptile workshop on nearby 
Duddle Heath, where they saw a Smooth Snake - the 
UK’s rarest reptile.

In November they spent the day with Linda Nunn, chair 
of the Countryside Management Association - also 
Chair of the Cranborne Chase AONB. They enjoyed a 
guided talk around this historic landscape, learning how 
it has developed over centuries and influenced many 
industries.

As the academic year develops, students will be heading 
out to other parts of this diverse county, Kimmeridge, 
Arne and further afield!
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It’s been a busy start to the academic year in the 
Learning Resources Centre (LRC), but they have been 
lucky to have a very talented student helping them. 
Thank you to Lily Langford, a Wildlife student, who has 
brought boundless energy and enthusiasm, and their 
delightful creative style to the LRC displays. 
 
In October, Black History month was celebrated with 
posters about inspirational figures who have helped 
shape the world, and also an interactive display testing 
students’ knowledge of some famous faces.  
 
Our Library team were were also busy taking time out 
to colour Mandalas and look after mental health, while 
thinking about World Mental Health Day.  
 
Moustaches started appearing all over the LRC in early 
November, encouraging students to grow a mo and take 
a mo to think about your health for Movember.  
 
They also took time to remember and honour armed 
forces members and the animals who have died in the 
line of duty with poppy displays for Remembrance Day.
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